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Sin = Who is to Blame?

And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was
very good (Gen. 1:31). The created material universe was flawless.
Man, having been made in the image of God, was placed into a
perfect environment to have a unique relationship with Him. But
then along came sin. Sin is defined in the Bible as the transgression
of the law (1 John 3:4). Eve, then Adam, transgressed the
command of God regarding eating of the forbidden fruit. Thus,
the perfect environment was defiled by the existence of sin and its
consequence - death. When confronted by God, Adam blamed
Eve, and Eve blamed the serpent. Who is responsible for our sin?

Some may blame God. After all, why did He put that tree
in the garden and then forbid Adam and Eve to eat of it? Had He
not put them in a place where there was the opportunity to sin,
would they not have remained sinless? The problem with
blaming God is answered by James: Let no man say when he is
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil,
neither tempteth he any man... (Jas. 1:13). Instead, God has provided
the way of escape from temptation that man may not sin: ...but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also make a way of escape... (1 Cor.
10:13). God is not responsible for the sins of man. (Cont’d next pg)
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Others may blame Satan; he is certainly a character
worthy of blame. After all, it was he who tempted Eve in the
garden by deceiving her (1 Tim. 2:14). And the Scriptures
certainly place Satan in an unfavorable light: ...the devil...is a liar,
and the father of it (John 8:44), and liken him to a roaring
lion...seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8). But while the devil
is indeed an unsavory character and seeks every opportunity to
tempt us to sin, he is not to blame for our sins.

Many will play the blame game as did Adam and Eve,
and try to pass the blame on to others. But, God through
Ezekiel said that the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son (Ezek. 18:20).
Others are not accountable for our sins.

I - and I alone - am responsible for my sins. You - and
you alone - are responsible for your sins. The soul that sinneth,
it shall die (Ezek. 18:20). But every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed (Jas. 1:13). When we
stand before the judgment seat of Christ we will be judged
according to our deeds, not anyone else’s.

God has provided us with the armor we need to stand
against the wiles of the devil and to quench the fiery darts of the
wicked (Eph. 6:10-17). If we stand before Him having submitted
to His will and having our sins washed away by the blood of
His Son, we will be partakers of His grace and will be
welcomed into heaven. If, on the other hand, we stand before
Him having died a sinner outside the body of Christ, we will be
punished for our sins accordingly.

Have you taken responsibility for your soul?

~Freeman

Rememéer in Pr@er. .

Robby’s surgery Tuesday went as planned, but it is still too
early to know how successful it was.

e Callie is doing well following her tonsillectomy Monday.

e Dale Aden was hospitalized the first of the week with a heart
valve issue. The condition will be monitored.

e Harold took a fall Tuesday evening and was treated in the ER.
He is sore but okay.

¢ Wanda remains in rehab at McKenzie. Some days are better
than others.

e Shirley’s sister Wanda Flowers is in Jackson hospital; she
suffered a brain bleed and is being treated for colitis.

e Celisa had issues with her port and it had to be removed.

Newy and Nofes. ..

We welcome our visitors! Please complete a visitor card and
place in the collection tray. We ask that you stay around a
while and let us get acquainted with you.

e Our Gospel Meeting with Dorian Flynn begins this morning
and continues through Wednesday; weeknight services begin
at 7:00. Please keep this effort in your plans and prayers, and
be back at every opportunity.

e Today is also our Fellowship Day. All are encouraged to stay
and enjoy the food and fellowship, then reassemble
immediately afterward for our afternoon service.

e A come-and-go Baby Shower for Jacob, Allison, and Emerson
will be held next Sunday from 1:00 to 2:30 in the fellowship
hall. They are registered at Walmart, Target, and Amazon.

MEMORY VERSE - 2 Tim. 3:15:

And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith

which is in Christ Jesus.




