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Sawinj the Seed

Jesus taught many lessons concerning the kingdom
through the use of parables. One of these is known as the
parable of the sower wherein the sower sowed seed onto
various soils. The seed sown on the hard ground did not even
take root. The seed on the shallow ground rooted, but did not
develop strong enough roots to withstand the heat of the day.
The seed that fell on the thorny ground also rooted, but was
choked out by the weeds. Only the seed that fell on the good
soil rooted, grew, and was fruitful.

This parable has obvious lessons for all who desire to be
faithful Christians. Notice Jesus” explanation of the parable:
The seed is the word of God, and the soils are the hearts of
men, but the sower is not specifically identified. Thus, we
should understand that each of us is to be a sower,
remembering that it is not our responsibility to judge which
soil is the proper place to sow, but to simply sow the seed.
There is no way for us to know the hearts of individuals, for we
may misjudge based on appearance or actions, and might
determine that it would be a waste of time to share the gospel
with some. (Continued next page)
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It is also imperative that our focus be on the Word,
recognizing that the power is in the seed and not in the sower.
As Paul stated to the church at Corinth, I have planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the increase (1 Cor. 3:6). He also
proclaimed to the church in Rome that he was not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to all who
believe (Rom. 1:16).

Let’s read again Jesus” words in what we refer to as the
great commission: All power is given to me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you....(Matt. 28:18-
20).

I am fully aware of the challenges currently facing us as
the COVID-19 issue dictates that we isolate ourselves, but these
challenges do not relieve us of our responsibility to spread the
gospel. I want to challenge each of us to make a list of family
and friends who need to hear the gospel, pray fervently for
them by name, and prepare ourselves to conduct Bible studies
with them as soon as the opportunity presents itself.

May we remember that we are not called to be soil
testers, but seed sowers. When we do what God has
commanded, His power will produce the fruit.

~Freeman

Our S]m/mf@, .

We sorrow with Sherrill and the fﬂm@ in the [assing of our dear sister
Wanda on Mam/ay. She will ﬂ/u/@y he /aw'nﬂ@ remembered for her
{aithfulness and her servant heart, 2 jl"ﬂf/ﬂﬁ&/ﬂ service was held ‘Tﬁmﬂmfﬂy
for immediate fam@; a memorial service for other fm’em& and fﬂmzy is
p/ﬁmne/ for a luter date,

Remember in Pr@er, .

Please make an effort to REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS with a
card or call during this period of confinement.

BATTLING CANCER:

Ponna, Celisa, Karen Clark (David Bryant’s cousin), Jace Jones
(Callie’s classmate), Natelle Wall, Dan Foster, Jason McGee,
Jeramie Redmond, Joe Wilson, Jim Ward, Tom McAlpin, Pam
Jeralds (Ponna’s cousin), Dana Craft (liver cancer - friend of
Monte’s daughter), Barry Capps (friend of Dale Aden), Tina
Smith, Mary Ann Draper, David Worrell...

PLEASE KEEP ALSO IN PRAYER:
Joe & Shirley, John & Nina, Harold, Robby, Wanda Flowers
(Shirley’s sister), Carolyn Pinson, Craig Ballentine, Lori McClain...

News and Notes. ..

Remember that our WEEKLY SERVICES are being live-streamed
on Facebook at 10AM and 5PM on Sundays, and at 6:30PM on
Wednesdays. COMMUNION SUPPLIES are available in the
fellowship hall. Please call Freeman at 573-624-6575 if you need to
arrange a pick-up time. Remember, too, to leave your weekly
CONTRIBUTION either at the building or with Nick.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

12 David & Pam
19 Mandy Bryant
24 Kay Greenway
25 Judy Keen



