
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

October 04, 2020 

Can You Handle the Truth?  

 In the movie, “A Few Good Men,” Marine Colonel Nathan 
Jessup (played by Jack Nicholson) was being questioned by 
military lawyer Lieutenant Daniel Kaffee (Tom Cruise).  As the 
questioning proceeded, Kaffee kept asking Jessup to answer the 
questions truthfully.  At one point, Jessup bellowed, “You can’t 
handle the truth!”   

Let’s consider some questions concerning this topic:  
Should we always tell the truth?  Is the truth important?  Can we 
handle the truth?  We will look at two ways the word truth can be 
used: telling the truth and the truth of God’s word. 
 We teach our kids that it is always right to tell the truth.  
Even when the truth may cause us problems, telling lies is never 
right.  He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and 
speaketh the truth in his heart is he who will dwell with God (Psalm 

15:1-2).  The lip of truth shall be established forever: but a lying tongue 
is but for a moment (Prov. 12:19).  Lie not one to another, seeing that 
you have put off the old man with his deeds (Col. 3:9).  We should 
always tell the truth. 
 Jesus, when asked by Pilate if He were a king, affirmed, 
“...To this end was I born... that I should bear witness unto the truth.  
Everyone that is of the truth heareth my voice” (John 18:37).   
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Pilate responded with the infamous question, “What is truth?” 
(John 18:38).  In Jesus’ upper room prayer, He had called God’s 
word “truth” (John 17:17), and He had earlier told some Jews who 
believed on Him, “If ye continue in my words, then are ye my disciples 
indeed, and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” 
(John 8:31-32).  God’s word is truth, and it is important because it 
is the basis of eternal life. 
 Can you handle the truth?  There are two ways to consider 
this question.  The first has to do with how we treat God’s word, 
how we use it.  Paul wrote to Timothy, Study to shew thyself 
approved, a workman that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15); the NASB reads …handling accurately 
the word of truth.  We must understand the difference in the Old 
Testament and the New, that the Old is no longer in effect (Heb. 

8:13), having been replaced by the New (Heb. 9:15).  The Old 
serves as an example; the New is for our instruction.   
 The second way to consider the question is demonstrated 
in our reaction to God’s words.  The truth pricks the heart (Acts 

2:37; 7:54), but everyone does not react the same way:  Some 
submit and obey, while others reject and refuse to obey.  May we 
always strive to handle God’s word properly and to respond 
appropriately. 

     ~Freeman 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember in Prayer …   
 Kay remains in room 448 of the Milan hospital.  She was not as 

responsive this past week as she had previously been.   

 Orvaline is to undergo surgery on her back at Baptist in 
Memphis Tuesday.  She expects to come home later in the day.   

 Monte is to have another procedure done on his back Tuesday 
in Nashville.  He will probably be there overnight.   

 David Bryant‘s MRI revealed a bulging disk.     

 Pam is quarantined with Covid.  She is doing generally well, 
but her fever comes and goes. 

 Remember Edward and Jean in the recent passing of his aunt, 
Doris Haskell.  She was a member of the church at McKenzie. 

 Shirley’s sister Wanda Flowers has been placed on hospice.  

 Please continue to remember our shut-ins.  

News and Notes…  
 Our assemblies are temporarily canceled due to Covid, but 

they will continue to be livestreamed at 9AM and 5PM on 
Sundays, and at 6:30 PM on Wednesdays.  Please remember to 
pick up communion supplies at the building and to leave your 
offering or give it to Nick.   

 Our congregation is participating in the PTP 365 video 
program.  Please see Freeman if you need instruction about 
accessing it.   

 As a part of PTP 365 and effective immediately, Bible classes 
for 10-12 year-old and for teenagers will be available for 
viewing after 7AM each Sunday.  Material for these studies 
has been printed and is available next to the communion 
supplies.  The classes are being taught by Todd Clippard, 
Ponna’s son.  

 Our new pictorial DIRECTORIES are available on the table 
next to the front doors for anyone who has not yet received 
one. One directory per family, please.  

From time to time, I will share titles & speakers for PTP 365 
lessons that I have found to be particularly good, and I would 
appreciate it if you will do the same for me.    ~FM 

Clark Sims:  All I Can Say Is Thank You, Lord 
BJ Clarke:   The Glory of the Cross 
Hiram Kemp:  True Unity from Ephesians 4:1-6 
David Shannon:  Not Willing That Any Should Perish 
Melvin Otey:  God’s Four Answers to Prayer 
John DeBerry:  Don’t Let Them Slow You Down (Psalm 1) 
Glenn Colley:  Why I Love the Church of Christ  

             (viewed during evening services on Sept. 20) 


