
PRIVILEGED TO 
SERVE TODAY: 

 
AM 

 
PM 

Opening Prayer Freeman Mahan Mickey Keen 

Song Leading Nick Bryant Keith Peevyhouse 

Scripture Reading Mark Wright Steve Foster 

Closing Prayer John Henry Long Dale Aden 

   
 
NEXT WEEK: 

  

Opening Prayer Mark Wright Sherrill Smith 

Song Leading Dale Ballentine Nick Bryant 

Scripture Reading Josh Brasher Dylan Holt 

Closing Prayer Monte Morris John Henry Long 
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September 25, 2022 

Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh 
 Consider the apostle Paul.  He said if any man had a reason 
to trust in the flesh, he did:  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the 
law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless (Phil. 3:5-6).  Though an 
apostle in every sense, he was not called at the same time or in the 
same way as the others.  It is apparent that, in order to prepare Paul 
for his mission to the Gentiles, Jesus spent some special time with 
him through visions of revelation (2 Cor. 12:1-6; Acts 26:12-18).   Paul, 
just as the other apostles, was given the indwelling of the Holy Ghost 
and the ability to pass on spiritual gifts (2 Cor. 12:12).  When Paul 
healed a lame man in Lystra, the people called him a god (Acts 
14:12).  It is easy, then, to see how he could have allowed himself to 
be exalted above measure.  However, this man, so special in his work 
for the Lord, was given some physical infirmity – a thorn in the flesh 
– to prevent his thinking more of himself than he ought.  Paul asked 
God three times to remove his thorn, but God responded that His 
grace was sufficient to allow him to endure and to be strong through 
weakness (2 Cor. 12:8-9).   

What was Paul’s thorn in the flesh?  While there has been 
much speculation, the Bible simply does not say.  Consider the 
following three possibilities, each of which has some scriptural 
support.                                                                        (Continued next page)   

Trezevant  
Church of Christ 

114 Church Street 
Trezevant TN  38258 

 
 

The Follower 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Elders:  
     David Bryant Cell:  731-418-1311  

Email: waynebryant25@gmail.com 

     Steve Foster Cell:  731-225-4395 
Deacons:  

        Dale Aden     
        David Brasher  

Cell:  731-415-1161 

Cell:  731-415-0636 

     Mark Wright   Cell:  731-571- 5606 
Email:  mswright@tennesseetel.net 

Minister:  
     Freeman Mahan Cell:  573-624-6575 

Email: freemahan@gmail.com 

  
  

 
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

~~~ 
SUNDAY:  Bible Class   9:00 AM 

Worship     10:00 AM & 5:00 PM 
(Meet-Eat-Meet each fifth Sunday) 

WEDNESDAY: Bible Study   6:30 PM 

 

mailto:waynebryant25@gmail.com
mailto:freemahan@gmail.com


 While on the road to Damascus in pursuit of disciples, Paul 
was struck blind by a heavenly light.  The Lord sent Ananias to lay 
hands on Paul so that his sight would be returned, and the Bible says 
it was as if scales had fallen from his eyes (Acts 9:3-18).  Paul wrote to 
the churches in Galatia that through infirmity of the flesh I preached the 
gospel unto you (Gal. 4:13).  He said he knew they would have plucked 
out their eyes and given them to him if it were possible (Gal. 4:15).  In 
closing he wrote, “See with what large letters I am writing to you with my 
own hand” (Gal. 6:11).  Thus, it is possible that his thorn in the flesh 
was his bad eyesight. 
 During his first missionary journey, while preaching in 
Lystra, there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who 
persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, 
supposing he had been dead (Acts 14:19).  Paul, however, was not dead; 
he went back to the city, and he and Barnabas continued their 
journey.  Consider how disfigured one would be after having been 
stoned to the point of death.  Could this have been his thorn? 
 Perhaps it was simply the fact that wherever Paul went 
preaching the gospel, unbelieving Jews showed up to cause him 
problems.  Note how relentless they were in causing him grief.  In 
Antioch of Pisidia when the Gentiles wanted to hear what Paul and 
Barnabas had to say, the Jews came speaking against and 
contradicting and even blaspheming what they were preaching (Acts 
13:42-45).  In Iconium, the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles 
and made their minds evil against Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:1-2).  
Paul may have been referring to this in his first letter to the church in 
Thessalonica when he wrote that they had been hindered by Satan in 
returning to them (1 Thess. 2:18).   
 If it were important that we know what Paul’s thorn was, 
God certainly would have told us.  But the point is that instead of 
removing it, God simply reminded Paul that His grace was sufficient 
for him to endure.  This may have been Paul’s thought when he said, 
“I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).   
We, too, should know that God will be there for us.  He will not 
allow us to be tempted beyond our ability to withstand, and He will 
also give us a way out if we seek it (1 Cor. 10:13).  He will not leave or 
forsake us when we are walking in the light (Ps. 37:28; 1 Jn. 1:7), but 
will rather help us to endure those thorns that hinder our Christian 
walk.           

Remember in Prayer …   
 Nick had an ultrasound of his thyroid Wednesday; he is still 

awaiting results. 

 Clarice Moss, grandmother of Jacob and Olivia, remains in 
ICU at Jackson; her condition is unchanged. 

 Emma Barker received a great report from St. Jude!  She is to 
return only for routine checks. 

PRAYER LIST:  Miss Mary; Diane Bray; Patty Wright; Ryan 
Brockman (Sharon’s nephew); Beverly Walters (Shirley’s friend - 
breast cancer returned); Tom Gray (cancer); Martha Bryant of 
Atwood; Larry Paul Harris of Christian Chapel; Robert  Williams 
(Sandy’s son-in-law – needs kidney); Celisa; Ginger Avery 
(Mahans friend – breast cancer); Lois and DeVon Arrington; Craig 
Ballentine…  

News and Notes…  
 We welcome our visitors; we are indeed honored to have you 

with us.  Please complete a visitor card and leave it in the pew 
or the collection plate, and please allow us the opportunity to 
get acquainted with you following services. 

 Wednesday night devo:  Dale Ballentine 

 Ladies Bible Class Thursday mornings at 11:30 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall, studying Heart Diseases and Their Cure. 

 Baby Shower honoring Lillie Caroline, daughter of Garret & 
Claire Wright, at the home of Mark & Sharon next Sunday 
afternoon at 2:00.  She is registered at Target, amazon.com, 
and Mags & Lulu in Jackson. 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMORY VERSE – Matthew 22:29: 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the 

scriptures, nor the power of God.  
~Freeman 

 


